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IDEA (1975)



Core Principles

Free & 
Appropriate 

Public Education

Appropriate 
Assessment

Individualized 
Education Plan

Student & 
Parent 

Participation

Least Restrictive 
Environment

Procedures to 
Safeguard Rights



Cycle of Special Education

Reason for  
Concern / Dx

Request 
Assessment in 
writing 

Assessment Plan or 
Prior Written Notice:

within 15 days

Assessment:
60 days to complete

IEP Meeting:
within the 60 days

Appropriate 
Placement:
determined

Goals, Individualized 
Instruction and 
Services determined

Review IEP 
annually, or  
if requested

Implementation “Informed consent”:
15 days for parent    
questions (if needed)











Assessment



The IEP Team

Special 
Education 
Teacher

General 
Education 
Teacher

Parent or 
Guardian

Local 
Education 

Agency 
Rep

Student 



The IEP Team

Special 
Education 
Teacher

General 
Education 
Teacher

Parent or 
Guardian

Local 
Education 

Agency 
Rep

Student 

Persons 
conducting 

assessments

Persons 
with 

knowledge 
of the 
child

Direct 
Service 

Provider

Advocate
Regional 
Center 
Case 

Manager

Outside 
therapists



IEP Plan Components



FAPE



Least Restrictive Environment



Other Components

Transition 
Planning (at 16)

Behavior Support Assistive 
Technology 

Special 
Considerations

Accommodations
& Modifications

Extended School 
Year (ESY)



Check Carefully



Signature Page



Parent Rights



Alternative Dispute Resolution



4440 N. First St. Fresno, CA 93726
(559) 229-2000  TOLLFREE: (844) 445-0305

www.epuchildren.org



4440 N. First St. Fresno, CA 93726
(559) 229-2000   TOLLFREE: (844) 445-0305

www.epuchildren.org


