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What to Expect



The Laws



The Laws



IDEA (1975)

Specific Learning 
Disability (SLD)

Speech and 
Language (SLI)

Other Health 
Impairment (OHI)

Emotional 
Disturbance (ED)

Autism (AUT)

Intellectual 
Disability (ID)

Hard of Hearing 
(HH)

Deaf

Deaf/Blindness (DB)

Multiple Disabilities 
(MD)

Orthopedic 
Impairment (OI)

Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI)

Visual Impairment 
(VI)

A need for: 
Specialized 

Support
and 

Instruction
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Core Principles

Free & 
Appropriate 

Public Education

Appropriate 
Assessment

Individualized 
Education Plan

Student & 
Parent 

Participation

Least Restrictive 
Environment

Procedures to 
Safeguard Rights



Cycle of Special Education

Reason for  
Concern / Dx

Request 
Assessment in 
writing 

Assessment Plan or 
Prior Written Notice:

within 15 days

Assessment:
60 days to complete

IEP Meeting:
within the 60 days

Appropriate 
Placement:
determined

Goals, Individualized 
Instruction and 
Services determined

Review IEP 
annually, or  
if requested

Implementation “Informed consent”:
15 days for parent    
questions (if needed)













Requesting Assessment



Student Study Team



Assessment

Teacher/Parent 
Observations

Standardized 
Tests

Behavior 
Charting

Attendance 
Records

Grades
Work 

Samples

Assessment



Assessment Rights

Outside Assessments 
considered

Request Further 
Assessments

Assessed in Primary 
Language

Request to Review 
Results in Advance

Reports Translated 
when feasible



Assessment



Assessment





Getting Ready



The IEP Team

Special 
Education 
Teacher

General 
Education 
Teacher

Parent or 
Guardian

Local 
Education 

Agency 
Rep

Student 



The IEP Team

Special 
Education 
Teacher

General 
Education 
Teacher

Parent or 
Guardian

Local 
Education 

Agency 
Rep

Student 

Persons 
conducting 

assessments

Persons 
with 

knowledge 
of the 
child

Direct 
Service 

Provider

School 
Nurse

Regional 
Center 
Case 

Manager

Outside 
therapists



IEP Plan Components



Present Levels of Performance



Present Levels of Performance



Goals Drive Services



Annual SMART Goals 
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Services



FAPE



Related Services

“This is not an exhaustive list.”  — US Dept. of Education IDEA and IDEA regulations



Services Page



Services Page



Extended Services



Testing Variations



Student Accommodations

Individualized
Remove 
Barriers

Create 
Equal Access

Time limited

More time to 
complete 

assignments

Frequent Breaks

Environmental

Quiet setting

Preferred 
Seating

Assistive 
Technology

Computer access

Audiobooks

Health

Frequent 
restroom access

Nut-free lunch 
table



Student Modifications





Least Restrictive Environment



Least Restrictive Environment



LRE Placement



LRE





Behavior Supports



Behavior Supports



Behavior Intervention Plan



Behavior Intervention Plan



Assistive Technology



Special Consideration



Transition Planning





Parent Agreement



Signature Page



Check Carefully





Procedural Safeguards



Prior Written Notice



IEE: a 2nd opinion



Due Process Vs. Compliance Complaint 



Alternative Dispute Resolution
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